Malignancy rates in operated patients with hyperthyroidism in an area of endemic goiter.
We aimed to evaluate the incidence of thyroid cancer in Turkish patients with hyperthyroidism who had undergone thyroid surgery. The data of 344 patients who had been operated on for hyperthyroidism between 1998 and 2006 at our center were evaluated retrospectively. Sixty-five of the subjects had single toxic adenomas, 223 had toxic multinodular goiter, and 56 had Graves' disease. In 35 of 344 patients (10.1%), papillary carcinoma was diagnosed. Other forms of thyroid carcinomas were not observed. The rate of carcinoma was found to be 11.6% in patients with toxic multinodular goiter, 7.7% in patients with single toxic adenomas, and 7.1% in patients with Graves' disease. Occult papillary carcinoma was found in 62.9% of all malignancy diagnoses. The primary aim in the surgical treatment of hyperthyroidism should be to abolish the hyperthyroid state. However, the probability of malignancy, especially occult carcinoma, should always be considered.